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EU legislative Updates 

Energy Efficiency Directive 

According to the Danish Presidency and based on latest Energy Council conclusions from 14
th

 of February, there is 

a political will from Member States to achieve an agreement on the EED text. However Member States require 

flexibility in all major points of the proposed Directive: on energy efficiency targets, they agree on the need to 

have an assessment of the progress on delivering the 20% energy efficiency savings in 2013 and 2015, but the 

discussions are dragged now into what would be the best methodology to assess the progress. On the 3% building 

renovation targets they want only the public buildings owned by the central governments to be included and that 

the increase in building performance to be achieved also through alternative measures (such as efficiency services 

and metering) and not only renovation. As for the 1.5% energy savings obligations – the savings from energy 

transformation sector were included as well, which reduces the burden on Member States to encourage their 

achievement in the end-user segment (building renovation included).  On the financing part – the latest text of the 

Council still did not include any specific article. In parallel the discussions from the European Parliament reveal that 

MEP’s would be flexible with the energy efficiency measures IF the Member States will agree on setting binding 

energy efficiency targets.  

Next Steps: 

28
th

 of February – vote on the EED in the ITRE Committee (European Parliament) 

22
nd

 of March – next Energy Council (Council of Ministers) 

28
th

 of March – vote on the EED in the plenary (European Parliament)  

 
 Links to docs:                                                                                                        Links to press articles: 

Latest text of the EED from the Council of Ministers (8th Dec. 2011)          Member States committed to 20% target but unwilling to spend  

Brief on the state of play on the EED( presented on 14th of February)       Danish approach to energy efficiency disappoints activists  

                                                                                                                                 EP to relax measures if member states agree to binding targets 

                                                                                                                                   

More funding for energy efficiency and renewable energy in the next budgetary 

period 2014-2020 

The European Commission is expected to release their communication on how the regional EU funds should be 
allocated in the 2014-2020 budgetary period. The Common Strategic Framework (CSF) 2014-2020 will include the 
main legislative proposals that should influence how the money is spent and what should be the priorities to be 
considered at the national level. Energy efficiency and renewable energy are high on the agenda.  For example, in 
more developed and transition regions, at least 80 % of ERDF resources at national level should be allocated to 
energy efficiency and renewables, innovation and SME support, of which at least 20 % should be allocated to 
energy efficiency and renewables.  After the Commission adopts the CSF by end of February, it will launch public 
debates on it in June -August 2012. The actual negotiations on the budget will start in 2012.  
 
Links to docs:                                                                                         Links to press articles: 
Leaflet with a summary of EC proposals for CSF                             Sustainability rules over future EU regional funds 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st14/st14980-re01.en11.pdf
http://www.europolitics.info/sectoral-policies/member-states-committed-to-20-target-but-unwilling-to-spend-art326215-14.html
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st05/st05355.en12.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/energy-efficiency/danish-approach-energy-efficiency-disappoints-activists-news-510681
http://www.europolitics.info/sectoral-policies/ep-to-relax-measures-if-member-states-agree-to-binding-targets-art326625-14.html
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation2014_leaflet_en.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/regional-policy/sustainability-rules-future-eu-regional-funds-news-510266
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European Commission’s approach for Rio+20  

Environment Commissioner, Janez Potočnik is participating to the Global Ministerial Environment Forum in 
Nairobi, starting with 20th of January. In the meeting the Commissioner will present European Commission’s 
approach for Rio+20 that includes : a. establishing a “green economy roadmap”  that defines a common vision and 
sets a clear path  for  process and milestones that need to be achieved ; b. ensures that international environment 
bodies have the profile and the tools required to take this process forward.  

 
Links to docs:                                                                                          Links to press articles: 

European Commission’s communication on road to Rio +20         Potočnik to test Rio ideas to UNEP forum  

                                                                                                                                 

 

Nearly Net Zero Energy and minimum energy performance requirements 
EPBD Concerted Action released a report  in December with their views on cost optimal levels for minimum energy 

performance requirements. The EPBD Concerted Action is a group of experts (mainly from the governments but 

also associated technical experts from each Member State) in charge with the implementation of EPBD at the 

national level.  Check out their report here. 

 

Moving from 20% to 30% CO2 emissions cut in EU – possible and still in discussion  
European Parliament came with a proposal last year to increase EU’s already existing CO2 emission reduction 

binding target from 20% to 30%, but it did not reach enough support. The most recent document released by the 

EU Commission demonstrates that the 30% reduction is possible and not as costly as it was initially thought to be. 

The proposal is not welcomed by the Member States due to additional budgetary effort needed which is hard to 

justify in the current economic situation. The additional costs for going beyond 20% would hit poorer EU states in 

Central and Eastern Europe proportionally harder than their neighbors in the West. One proposed solution was to 

allow Eastern European countries to bank some 3.2 billion EUR of unused carbon credits if they agree to extend 

the target from 20% to 30%.  

Links to documents:                                                                                         Links to press articles:  

EC analysis on scenarios for going beyond 20%                  EU: A 30% CO2 cut would be cheaper than we thought 
                                                                                                     Eastern EU Courted to accept 30% CO2 cuts 

Open Consultations: 

Delivering more Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Period of Consultations:  between 11 of Jan 2012 – 3
rd 

April 2012 
More details available here. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0363:FIN:EN:PDF
http://www.euractiv.com/sustainability/poto-nik-test-rio-ideas-unep-forum-news-510973
http://www.epbd-ca.eu/archives/498
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/package/docs/swd_2012_5_en.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/climate-environment/eu-30-co2-cut-cheaper-thought-news-510230
http://www.euractiv.com/climate-environment/eastern-eu-courted-accept-30-co2-cuts-news-510043
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/sustainable.htm
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Legislative Updates from national level (GBC’s are reporting): 

GBC Italia 
Established a Policy Task Force 
Since legislative outreach became a big priority, GBC Italia established a dedicated Policy Task Force. In 2012 they 
will start working on main issues coming from transposition of EU directives, initiating advocacy activities towards 
local and national government. They will provide input on national legislation and coordinate activities with Europe 
Regional Network Policy Taskforce.  

Tax Rebate Mechanism for green renovation of existing buildings 

The green renovation of existing buildings gets a tax rebate of 55%   that has been extended until 31st December 
2012. The incentive applies to energy efficiency improvements for existing buildings such as insulation of walls, 
and integration of renewable solutions such as heat pumps for hot water production, solar water heating systems, 

renewal of winter heating systems etc.  More details (in Italian) here.  

Kyoto Rotation Fund  

The Kyoto Rotation Fund will be finally active starting from 15th of March, according to Minister of Environment, 
Corrado Clini’s declarations. The Kyoto Rotation Fund has been long awaited by operators. SMEs, PAs or individuals 
will now benefit from a 0,5% interest rate financial tool to implement their energy efficiency projects (including 
building sector), distributed generation (tri-generation in particular), or small renewable energy production plants. 
The initial size of the fund will be € 600 mil, while another € 400 mil could be added after the auction of the 2013-
2020 emissions trading allowances. More details (Italian) here and (English) here.  

Launch of “GBC Italia Home”  

 GBC Italia will release its new protocol ‘GBC Italia Home’, dedicated to residential buildings. It will be a very 
important tool to measure the sustainability of new buildings in Italy both for private owners and for public 
authorities who will adopt it as a benchmark for assigning incentives. The launch event will take place on the 6th of 
March in Trento. More details on the launch event here. 

Romania GBC 
Energy Efficiency Directive 
RoGBC organized initial discussions on the topic with representatives from national government and Romania’s 
Permanent Mission to Brussels in late December. In February, due to the government’s demission, the discussions 
on the energy efficiency policy were on hold at all levels. The plan is to continue our lobbying initiatives with the 
new government after the vote from ITRE on the Energy Efficiency Directive expected on 28

th
 of February.  

Cost of Energy Performance Certificate 

Check out the summary from the latest report of the EPBD Concerted Action on the price of energy performance 
certificate and the main factors that influences it in different countries, including price quotes from Romania here. 

Slovenia GBC 
Organized debate on the Roadmap on Green Public Orders 
The Roadmap on Green Public Orders was published late last year by the Ministry of Finance and raised concerns 

from the private stakeholders. The strategy includes green targets to be reached in all sectors from food, 

agricultural products, electricity, and chemicals to buildings. Many targets, including the obligation to use 30% of 

wood in any new constructed building, were seen difficult to achieve and un-competitive, not being backed by 

proper sustainability analysis or technical data that would justify them.   

http://efficienzaenergetica.acs.enea.it/
http://www.minambiente.it/
http://www.mrenergy.it/?p=644&lang=en
http://www.gbcitalia.org/news/144
https://rogbc.wordpress.com/2012/02/03/what-is-the-cost-of-the-energy-performance-certificate-for-buildings/
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Slovenia GBC organized a debate with Chambers of Architects and other stakeholders and 

presented their opinions and arguments against specific targets. The Ministry of Finance 

accepted their comments and agreed to establish a separate taskforce, which would involve the 

private sector as well, to re-write the section for buildings.  

 

UK-GBC 
Green Deal 
The UK Government has been consulting on its proposals for the ‘Green Deal’ for both homes and non residential 
buildings. The Green Deal is a finance mechanism to fund the upfront cost of refurbishment, paid back over time 
through the savings in energy bills. Importantly, the charge is attached to the property rather than being a 
personal loan – so when the occupier moves out, the new occupant takes on the charge and gets the benefits of 
the savings. UK-GBC is supportive of the scheme, but has concerns about the government’s proposals for 
implementation.UK GBC submitted their response to the consultation on January 18th. 
 

Building Regulations 

The UK Government is consulting on changes to the building regulations for 2013 for new homes, new non 
residential buildings and so-called ‘consequential improvements’. The 2013 regulations represent the penultimate 
step before we reach ‘zero carbon’ standards for new homes in 2016, when all ‘regulated’ energy uses in the home 
(heating, lighting, ventilation) will need to have zero net carbon emissions. Consequential improvements would 
require householders to upgrade their whole home’s energy efficiency standard when extending the property (eg 
adding a conservatory) or replacing a boiler or windows. The consultation is open until April and UK-GBC will be 
submitting a response. 

UK Position on EED 

UK-GBC is coordinating with NGOs is Brussels and the UK to lobby the Government on the Energy Efficiency 
Directive. 

 

  

http://www.ukgbc.org/sites/files/ukgbc/private/documents/120118%20UK-GBC%20Green%20Deal%20and%20ECO%20consultation%20response.pdf

